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1) Returning to our roots: the 
benefits of the Great Outdoors

2) Outdoor Recreation -> Quality 
of Life -> Economic Development 

3) A path forward for outdoor recreation



Main Salmon River, Idaho, 1997



Teton Science Schools



Wind River Range,
Wyoming



Grand Teton









1) Returning to our roots: the 
benefits of the Great Outdoors



"Demand for overnight accommodations at public parks is far greater than the 
supply. The demand is surging. …Americans are seeking the outdoors as never 
before. And this is only a foretaste of what is to come. Not only will there be many more 
people; they will want to do more and they will have more money and time to do it with."

Outdoor Recreation Resources Review Commission, 1962







Outdoor Recreation Resources Review Commission, 1962
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Outdoor Recreation Resources Review Commission, 1962
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ORR’S FOOTPRINT AT THE 
FEDERAL AND STATE LEVEL

Drive an agenda 
that expands 
recreational access, 
improves 
infrastructure, 
conserves public 
resources and grows 
the outdoor 
recreation economy.​



Outdoor Recreation Economy U.S. Economy

Growth in GDP +3.6% +2.9%

2023, National

$1.2 Trillion Gross Output

2.3% of U.S. GDP

5 Million Jobs

3.1% of U.S. Employment
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MEASURING OHIO’S RECREATION ECONOMY

2023 GDP, (% share) Employment

Ohio $19.3 billion, (2.2%) 147,986 

7th Largest in Size 
of GDP
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23rd in Annual GDP Growth, 
2012-2023 (5.6% Annually)



Improving Public Health



OUTDOOR RECREATION PACKAGE IN U.S. CONGRESS

- Forest Service Climbing Guidance

- Biking on Long Distance Trails

- Broadband Internet Connectivity at 
Recreation Sites

- Extension of Seasonal Recreation 
Opportunities

- Support for Gateway Communities

- Public-Private Partnerships to Modernize 
Federally-owned Campgrounds

- Resorts, Cabins, and Visitor Centers on 
Federal Recreational Lands and Waters

- Federal Interagency Council on Outdoor 
Recreation (codification)

- Improved Recreation Visitation Data

- Special Recreation Permits and Fees

- Permit Reform

- Interagency Report on Special Recreation 
Permits for Underserved Communities

- Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership

- Military Veterans Outdoor Recreation   
Liaisons

- Volunteers in the National Forests and 
Public Land Act



1) Returning to our roots: the 
benefits of the Great Outdoors



2) Outdoor Recreation -> Quality of 
Life -> Economic Development 





OUTDOOR RECREATION IMPROVES 
QUALITY OF LIFE



OUTDOOR RECREATION IMPROVES 
QUALITY OF LIFE

“But now there is compelling new data that these
traditional economic development tools may be 
ineffective compared to investments in quality of life 
and place. 

Our research on smaller communities has found that 
community amenities such as recreation opportunities, 
cultural activities, and excellent services (e.g., good 
schools, transportation options) are likely bigger 
contributors to healthy local economies than traditional 
“business-friendly” measures.”



OUTDOOR RECREATION IMPROVES 
QUALITY OF LIFE



Current State Offices of Outdoor Recreation

24 States





25 in 2025



?



0.5 0.6
1.5 1.7 1.7

2.6

Mining + Oil &
Gas

Farming Food and
Beverage

Manufacturing

Utilities Petroleum
Products

Manufacturing

Outdoor
Recreation

Contribution to Ohio GDP, 2023 (%)



Ohio Office of 
Outdoor 
Recreation

Outdoor business 
recruitment and retention 

Growing rural economic 
development  

Tourism promotion 

Workforce development

Public health and safety 

Outdoor recreation 
business services 

Conservation and 
stewardship, and  

Improved access for all 
Ohioans to outdoor 
recreation

ISSUING A 

CHALLENGE FOR A 
NEW STATE OFFICE



New resources 
define best 
practices for 
establishing and 
supporting state 
offices of outdoor 
recreation



First Edition (2021) Second Edition (2024) 





DEFINE 
THE 
PROCESS

Elk Country 
Visitors Center, 
PA Wilds



PLAN 
PROACTIVELY

Beckley, 
West Virginia



Old Fort, North Carolina 
(Photo Darrel Cassell)

SPOTLIGHT 
GREAT 
WORK



PA Wilds, Pennsylvania

SPOTLIGHT 
GREAT 
WORK



Athens County, Ohio

SPOTLIGHT 
GREAT 
WORK





THINKING BIGGER: 
ACTIVATING THE RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT ECOSYSTEM 
FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION



NATIONAL LEADERSHIP FORUM ON 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Pittsburgh, PA





Education

Community Vision

Financing & 
Implementation

Resilience

Innovation



HURRICANE HELENE RECOVERY GRANTS 
Supported by Richard King Mellon Foundation
and The VF Foundation       

Old Fort, NC



2) Outdoor Recreation -> Quality of 
Life -> Economic Development 



3) A path forward for outdoor recreation



Many more recreationists
Fewer lifelong devotees



Priorities

Trade/Tariff Certainty

Public Lands Protection

Adequate Staffing/Access 

Nature/Health

Supporting and 
Sustaining State Offices 
of Outdoor Recreation







DEFINE OUTDOOR SKILLS AND 
CLOSE THE SKILLS GAP



BUILD AN OUTDOOR 
WORKFORCE FOR ALL



CRAFT WINNING NARRATIVES ON OUTDOOR WORK



AFFORDABILITY AND HOUSING





Priorities

What you can do this week:

• Connect and learn from your rec economy colleagues across sectors

• Help build the plan for an Ohio Office of Outdoor Recreation 
Economy

• Show Up! 



1) Returning to our roots: the 
benefits of the Great Outdoors

2) Outdoor Recreation -> Quality 
of Life -> Economic Development 

3) A path forward for outdoor recreation



We are in the 
Business of Joy



THANK YOU

Chris Perkins
cperkins@recreationroundtable.org
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